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AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 




Dear Sir: 

In response to the final Office Action mailed September 3, 2002, please enter the 
following amendments and consider the following remarks. Applicants respectfully request 
reconsideration of the present U.S. Patent application as amended herein. Claims 1, 8, 10, 16 and 

I If 

17 have been amended. Claims 7, 15 and 23 have been canceled. No claims have been added. 
Thus, claims 1-6, 8-14, 16-22 and 24 are pending. 




1 ■ (Twice Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

<DVA ( 

V a repository for storing a volume license agreement for a product; 
a repository for maintai ling a purchase history for the product; 

a rules engine containir g a set of rules for determining a discount step for the product in 
accordance with the volume licensing agreement; 
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a pricing generator to calculate a m^ase price for the product in accordance with the 
discount step and the purchase history, wherein the pricing generator determines whether the 
discount step is cuireij^nd, if the discount step is not current, determines a new discount step 
and updates^the purchase price; and 

a purchase generator to display the purchase price and transact a purchase of the product 
in response to a user request. / - 



Please cancel clairii 7 





P 



8. (Amended) Th^a^paratus of claim 1 wherein the rules engine further contains a set of 
rules for determinjn^the discount step for the product in accordance with a profile of the user 
that reque^t^the purchase. 

a 





0. (Amended) A computer-readable medium haviptg computer-executable instructions 
fof performing: 

storing a volume license agreement for a product; 
maintaining a purchase history for the/product; 

determining a discount step for the product in accordance with the volume licensing 
agreement, 

calculating a purchase pjice for the product in accordance with the discount step and the 
purchase history; 

determining whether the discount step is current; 

determining/^ new discount step and updating the purchase price, if the discount step is 
not current; and. 
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transacting a purchase of the product in response to a user approving the purchase price. 



Please cancel claim 15. 



16. (Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 10, wherein the discount step 
determining instructions further contain instructions for determining the discount step for the 
product in accordance with a user profile of the usep'approving the purchase price. 





17. (Amended) A computer implemented method comprising: 
storing a volume license agreement for a product in a repository; 

recording a history of purdnases of the product pursuant to the volume license agreement; 
determining a discount step for the product in accordance with the volume licensing 
agreement, 

calculating a ^rice for a purchase of the product in accordance with the discount step and 
the history of purchases; 

deterouning whether the discount step is current; 

!ermining a new discount step and updating the price, if the discount step is not current; 

and 

transacting the purchase of the product for the generated price in response to a purchaser 
request. 
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